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The deadline for items for the June/July Messenger is 
Sunday 22ndMay. 

Please send all items to Jenny Boulton 
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)RU�WKH /೮ LV�JRRG�DQG�KLV�ORYH�HQGXUHV�IRUHYHU��KLV IDLWKIXOQHVV�FRQWLQXHV�
WKURXJK�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV� 

Ministers: Rev. Peter Lyth  Tel: 01704 211919 

peterjlyth@gmail.com 

Rev. Hilary Smith   

hilary.bell@yahoo.com 

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/ainsdalevillagechurch 

Website: www.ainsdalevillagechuch.com 
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Dear Friends 

At the time when I write this, the Ukraine has been under attack from 
Russia for over three weeks. Although Russia had been gathering its 
military forces at the border for some time, it seemed as though the force 
and intensity of the invasion has come as a surprise.  As time has gone 
on, it has become more of a war of attrition with civilian targets 
increasingly under attack.  Many have been impressed by the courage 
and fortitude of Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the Ukraine President as he has 
stayed in Kyiv to inspire and lead his nation.  Although the Ukraine still 
seems far away, the interdependence of countries means that there is an 
impact on gas and other commodities.  Many people in the UK have 
relatives in that country.  Inevitably, such a situation brings forward 
moral dilemmas such as whether it is right to fight and to kill under 
these circumstances.  Such questions mirror those that had to be taken 
before the UK declared war on Germany in 1939.  In many respects 
however, the landscape has shifted as the spectre of nuclear warfare 
lurks in the background.  What is clear however is that there are things 
that we can do.  The first is to pray for a resolution to the crisis and 
wisdom for world leaders at this time.  The second thing is to give 
generously to charities involved in humanitarian relief.  The refugee 
crisis is becoming huge with 3 million leaving the country putting strain 
on neighbouring countries such as Poland and Moldova, who in turn 
will be becoming fearful. 
It is worth remembering that Jesus lived in a country that was also 
invaded by a dominant power with imperial ambitions.  The Romans 
occupied and oppressed the people of Israel, with a puppet King who 
was answerable to the Emperor.  As we approach Easter, we see the 
brutality of an imperial power whose stated purpose was to keep peace 
through oppression.  Jesus received the punishment normally reserved 
for agitators against the regime. Let us pray that the Ukraine can escape 
such a fate. 
However, the message of Easter is one of hope. The might of Imperial 
Rome did not ultimately prevail as Jesus rose from the dead.  We, as 
Christians believe that God will ultimately prevail.  In the meantime let 
us lend support to our sisters and brothers in the Ukraine at this terrible 
time.   
God Bless. 
Peter 
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Church for All 

This isn’t a misnaming, but rather a renaming with new purpose!  
Church4All on a Sunday afternoon was becoming increasingly 
difficult.  Attending morning services, having to prepare for work the 
next day, especially for the teachers among us, and having homework 
to complete for those young enough for it to be a thing, all made for 
stressful afternoon/evenings. Not to mention the clashes with 
Formula 1!! 

We gave it much thought and prayer and felt that God may be 
guiding us in a different direction.  It is still very much a “one step at 
a time and seek God’s guidance each step.” 

We now meet on a Friday evening, though not every Friday.  We are 
looking at a possible change to the times and format for Youth Group 
from September; the possibility of opening the church and vestry on a 
Friday morning or afternoon for a couple of hours for prayer; an 
invitation for anyone to come in for some company, share a trouble, a 
chat over a cup of tea, coffee, and biscuits; a means of signposting 
people needing help to people/agencies who can do so.  There is also 
the possibility of a food share, but that has not been formalised, more 
on that as it evolves. 

If anyone would like to be a part of any of this, please get back to us.  
Intentional prayer is a vital and integral part of what we do.  Those of 
us not working, could pray at 3pm each day for our Church, 
ministers, elders/deacons, alongside the congregation and the 
village.  Any time of the day or night, anywhere you may be, prayer 
can become a part of your daily life. On that note can I remind you of 
the Team Prayer Group.  If you have anyone you wish prayer for, or 
prayer for yourself (names aren’t necessary), please let me know.  We 
receive a list of prayers each week and people pray whenever and 
wherever they want to.  If you would like to receive the prayer 
request list, then please let me know. Your names are not shared with 
anyone else. 

With love and God bless 

Joan 
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3 

Community Garden 
 
Advice from the Royal Horticultural Society this year, ahead of 
their judging for the In-Bloom awards in July, is to look at the pos-
sibilities for Zero Carbon Gardening in order to help with climate 
change targets in the UK.  In the Community Garden, we have al-
ways tried to approach things in a sustainable way.  For instance, 
we have a large water tank to collect rainwater, and we intend to 
use as little fresh water as possible via the garden hose.  This might 
mean many more trips up and down the garden with a watering 
can, but I’m sure our tough gardening team will be equal to the 
task!  We also intend to purchase only the minimum number of 
bedding plants required for the flower troughs.  We will not mow 
the two lawns at the Station Road end of the garden, to allow wild 
plants and insects to flourish, although we will mow a narrow 
band round the edges of the lawns so that they look cared-for and 
allow us to weed the adjacent beds more easily. 
In the spring, we hope to have more plant and preserve sales, to 
which we will invite our many Friends.  Once the weather be-
comes kinder and milder (fingers crossed), our two remaining re-
cycled plastic benches will be erected in place of the original, now 
slightly rickety, wooden ones. 
 
Jenny 
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The Letter - Beverly Bush 
 
We have encountered some unusual and challenging times over the last 
2 years which have caused many of us to re- assess and re-value 
our lives and the things we often take for granted.  Some of us 
have lost friends and family in the pandemic.  Others have lost 
their livelihoods or been lonely and isolated.  Some of us have 
continued to work throughout and others have been unable to do 
their work. There was even a time where we couldn't go to 
church.  

I'm sure we must all be so grateful now for the opportunity to 
worship together again and for life to be closer to normal.  

However, we now see the terrible suffering and devastation of 
Ukraine and the disruption of peace in our world, along with the 
increased threat of climate change.  Once again the things we take 
for granted are challenged when we see the heart breaking scenes 
of bombing, with families separated by war and people left home-
less. We pray for peace and safety for those who are suffering and 
we thank God with all our hearts for our own homes and the safe-
ty of our families.  

This is a time where we are so grateful for friendship, for our 
homes, for medicine and resources, for food and water and every-
thing we have!  

Our Lord God, we thank you for our freedom!  May we continue 
to meet in our church, may our prayers be heard and through 
your power may love, peace and compassion prevail through-out 
the world, so all may be free, in Jesus name.  
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Moving house… 

Dear friends, 

I’m gradually getting to know the Southport and Formby area, and 
looking forward to living in Ainsdale from 23rd March. Having lived in 
my current manse for 13 years, you can imagine how much stuff there is 
to move! It’s not just a question of moving things from A to B either, 
because I’ve needed to throw things out but that means looking through 
them, and that can jog memories and thoughts that are both happy and 
sad. 

One of my Church Army friends said to me once that it was terrible 
when people get attached to things, and I know what he was saying, but 
sometimes objects represent people, and love and experiences, and so 
they are important.  

Ministry is reflective of the wandering, travelling race of the Israelites, 
constantly moving, settling for a time, and then moving on again, 
trusting in God in each place that there will be a pillar of fire and a pillar 
of cloud, showing us the way, showing us new friends, keeping us 
faithful, encouraging us to do new things.  

Thank you very much for your kindness in welcoming Mike and me at 
this time of transition. 

And as everything is relative….. especially at this time when the news is 
full of people in Ukraine losing all their possessions, fleeing war, 
traumatised and desperate, I know that any comments about how 
stressful moving house is, although kindly meant, pale into insignificance 
compared with what is happening to our brothers and sisters in other 
parts of the world. We should always count our blessings, and please 
spare a prayer for those who really know what it is to leave everything 
behind, and move on to an unknown future. 

With every blessing, 

Hilary 
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       Minister:      Church Secretary: 
Rev. Peter Lyth             Imelda Aspinall 

Tel: 01704 211919     Tel: 07955 874814 
 

Church Treasurer: 
                        Mr Daniel Doyle Tel: 07796 687123                    

 
Deacons:  

       Imelda Aspinall     Christine Holford   
        Beverly Bush     Wendy Parry 

                            Joan Green     Lucinda Green  

 A “GETTING TO KNOW YOU, PLEASED TO MEET YOU” 
FOR HILARY AND FAMILY 

 

We will be hosting this on behalf of the Team Churches and also 
inviting folk from CTiA, as  an opportunity for meeting those 
from other churches. 

It will take place on a Saturday afternoon after Easter, on a date 
of Hilary’s choosing once she has settled into her new home.  
Further details will be circulated at a later date. 
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 Alan and Jenny celebrate 50 years of Ainsdale Village Church 
membership 

We married in 1965 at Jen’s church, Allerton Presbyterian Church in 
Liverpool.  I attended Cowley Methodist Church in Walton. 
 
After five years living in Whiston and keeping in touch with Allerton 
Presbyterian Church, we moved to Ainsdale in late 1970.  We eventually 
decided we wanted to be part of a church again, so we attended a service 
at St George’s in Lord Street which was then a Presbyterian church.  
Unfortunately, no-one spoke to us, so the next week we showed up at 
Ainsdale Congregational Church where we were welcomed.   After the 
service, Wil and Joyce Morris chatted to us, describing the activities going 
on at the church.  Subsequently, we became firm friends with Wil and 
Joyce. 
 
We were introduced to the Church Secretary, Gavin Henderson, 
Barbara’s father.  The Rev. Walter Lazenby was the Minister Emeritus at 
that time, working part time in his retirement.  We immediately felt at 
home and in early 1972 we were received into membership.  Our 
daughter, Louise was born in April that year and was baptized by Walter.  
In 1976 our son, Adam, was likewise baptized and both are on the Cradle 
Roll on the wall.  Also in 1972, at national level, the Congregational 
Church joined with the Presbyterian Church to form the United 
Reformed Church. 
 Somehow I soon found myself an Elder and was Church Secretary for 
several years in the late 1970s.   I took over from Wil Morris to allow him 
to train part time for the Ministry.  In those days, church administration 
seemed a lot simpler than today.  The minutes of Elders’ and Church 
Meetings were written up in an A4 note book and read out at the next 
meeting! 
 
Throughout our time at the Church, Jen has been much involved in 
church affairs, including 14 years as Church Secretary.  Of course, she still 
types a lot of church-related work, including all the reports you receive 
from me. 
We have many happy memories of what is now Ainsdale Village 
Church, and we thank you for your companionship over all these 
years.  Long may it continue. 
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Weekly Church Activities 
 
Sunday: Morning Worship at 9.45 am   
Tuesday: Gardening from 9.30 am  
  Coffee Morning 10.30 am – 12 noon in the Vestry  
Thursday Knitting Group: 10.30 am.    
Friday Connect Youth Group 6.00 – 7.30 pm  

AVC Team "Fundraising - Fellowship - Fun" 

The first event of the year is planned (weather 
permitting) on Saturday 9th April. 

Refreshments are to be served. There will be bric a 
brac,cake and book stalls together with a raffle. 

Ladies Group 
 
Over the past few months, since we were all more or less unlocked (!), 
we have been meeting on the second Monday of each month, as be-
fore, just for a get-together as there are fewer of us, sadly, than before.  
It is difficult to get a speaker or any more formal activity for a particu-
lar date when we can only field about six or seven people at a meet-
ing.  However, of late we have been inviting the ladies in our Com-
munity Gardening team to join us, and they have been happy to do 
this.  It has made quite a difference, and in February we actually had 
12 ladies down to attend.  However, covid intervened and the final 
number was less than this.  The next date will be Monday 11 April, 
when a member of staff from Southport Soup Kitchen will be giving a 
talk, and we will hopefully collect food donations for them.  Then, 
Monday 9 May, when we will be dining out (again!) at The Spitfire. 
 
Jenny 
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Christian Aid Week: 15th-21st May            

First, thank you to everyone who has offered to deliver envelopes, 
no collection needed! 

If anyone else feels up to delivering even half a dozen to immediate 
neighbours, please let me know. 

The Big Breakfast will take place on Saturday 14th May plus a cake 
sale, hopefully in the garden. Any cakes, jams, marmalade etc will 
be most welcome. 

There will be a sponsored litter pick on Saturday 14th May for 7 
days. 

It would be great if you could get involved, if not you could 
sponsor Olivia, Mandy’s daughter who has volunteered to join 
Eirlys and hopefully a few others. 

Please, please support Christian Aid in any way you can and thank 
you on behalf of the many people needing your help. 

God bless 

Joan 
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Thoughts about cruising. 
 
One of the many things we like about cruising with Fred Olsen, 
apart from the fact they leave from Liverpool, is that they have an 
interdenominational church service at some time on a Sunday.  
The time varies depending on whether it is a ”sea day” or a “port 
day”.  This time the ship visited Portland for Weymouth and other 
places on the Sunday so the service took place late afternoon after 
most people had returned to the ship. This is an example of one of 
the readings. It is the Seafarers version, one of many actually, of 
the 23rd Psalm. 
 
The Seafarers Version of the 23rd Psalm 
The Lord is my pilot, I shall not drift. 
He guides me across the dark waters. 
He steers me through deep channels. 
He keeps my log. 
Yea, though I sail ‘mid the thunders and tempest of life, 
I shall dread no anger, for He is with me; 
His love and His care, shelter me. 
He prepares a quiet harbour before me. 
He anoints the waves with oil 
My ship rides calmly. 
Surely sunlight and starlight 
shall guide me on the voyage I take, 
And I will rest in the heavenly port forever. 
 
I could include the whole service which is so thought provoking. I 
won’t, but here is another example of the prayers. 
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A prayer by Mother Teresa - Do it Anyway 
 
People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centred. 
Forgive them anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and 
some genuine enemies.   
Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you.  
Be honest and sincere anyway. 
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight.  
Create anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.   
Be happy anyway. 
The good you do today will often be forgotten.   
Do good anyway. 
Give the best you have, and it may never be enough.   
Give your best anyway. 
In the final analysis it is between you and your God.   
It was never between you and them anyway. 
 
Imelda 
 


