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The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad;
let the distant shores rejoice.
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Dear friends,
Greetings from your new minister! Before I go any further, for those of you
who don’t know much about me, here’s a quick summary:
I was born in Shrewsbury, I have a twin sister who still lives there, and I was
brought up in Welshpool. My mother was from Liverpool and my father was
from Latvia.
I have been a lifelong Christian and churchgoer – my grandmother was
formative in my early spiritual life, and as a child I attended Welshpool
Methodist Church; the Sunday school there was a big influence on me.
In 1981 I went to Liverpool University to study French, which was a four year
course including a year abroad, which I spent in Poitiers.
In 1985 I joined the Merseyside police and served for 7 years in the Wirral
area. I was married for 28 years to David who was also a police officer and we
had two children, now well grown up! Sadly David died after a long illness. I
am now married to Mike.
My ‘sending’ church when I trained for the ministry was Christ Church, Port
Sunlight. I trained at Northern College, Manchester and have until recently
ministered for 12 years in the Parkgate/Wirral/Ellesmere Port areas.
Now, I look forward to stepping out into the future with the good folk of
Southport & Formby!
*****************
Maybe like me you’ve felt that time has played a few tricks on us since the
pandemic began. Things have moved so rapidly that it’s hard to keep up, and
even harder to remember the details of what has happened.
It may feel that we are hardly making progress, but I was looking at some
thoughts I wrote this time last year and it struck me that Christmas 2021 is
going to look very different from Christmas 2020. This time last year there was
no mass vaccination against Covid, families were told not to meet for
Christmas in larger gatherings, London was about to go into a complete
lockdown - and.I had yet to meet with the vacancy committee at Southport &
Formby!
I was reminded of a story in the Oxford Christmas Story Book, about Oliver
Cromwell “banning” Christmas, by trying to stop people merry making – but in
spite of the misery allegedly inflicted by the rulers of the time, the people
found ways to hide the delicious smell of the plum puddings, and whisper
“Merry Christmas” to each other through the walls of houses. They played
games right under the noses of their leaders and keepers of the law, and
generally make a mockery of any who would try and spoil the fun.
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However, Cromwell did not exactly banish Christmas; he objected to the fact
that a solemn holy day was turned into a time of rowdiness and frivolity, which
puts a slightly different slant on things!
Fast forward to modern times - in 2020 our leaders were issuing warnings
about our behaviour at Christmas, with instructions about how we shouldn’t
play games, hug grandparents, and drink too much. And that was/is because we
might make other people seriously ill. We’ve moved on another year, and we
still need to be careful, but we have gained so much ground, thanks to modern
medicine.
The message of Christmas to always to look forward to a hopeful future and
new beginnings, and so we pray for a better year, as we step out with our hand
in the hand of God.
I wish you and those whom you love a peaceful, blessed and meaningful Christmas.
Yours in the service of our Lord,
Hilary

The URC launched its own Podcast in June. It is a fortnightly series that explores
the United Reformed Church’s focus on Christian discipleship, mission and what
it means to be Walking the Way of Jesus today.
You can find it on Spotify or check it out at
anchor.fm/theurcpodcast
In addition, for the next few weeks in between podcast
episodes being released, some video conversations
between Simon Peters (the URC’s Walking the Way
Project Manager) and various people across the URC in
relation to discipleship will be uploaded to the URC’s
YouTube channel. You can check these out at
https://youtube.com/URCUK
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Royal Horticultural Society – North West in Bloom
In July this year, the RHS judges visited the Community Garden along with the other sites in Ainsdale, and we have just
heard that the Garden has again been given an award in the
Outstanding category. The other separate awards were, Ainsdale Village Bloomers, who work on the street planters, and
Ainsdale Village Park, who both also were given an Outstanding for their work in Ainsdale. These awards were announced
at an event at the Dolce Vita recently. All of these groups,
along with Merefield Special School, comprise Ainsdale in
Bloom, which itself was given a Gold award by RHS North
West in Bloom. A surprise lay in store for Ainsdale in Bloom as
well, in that it was presented with a Silver Platter for achieving
the status of Joint Best Town in the North West (we don’t know
as yet which is the other town). This silver platter will be displayed in various shop windows for everyone to see, beginning
with the Chocolate Box. Hooray for Ainsdale!
Jenny
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Community Garden

The winter season is approaching in the garden, although autumn has
lasted longer than usual and the temperatures have been mild for the
most part. When the last Messenger was printed, we were expecting
delivery of 5 new flat-pack recycled plastic benches, and these duly
arrived after some to-ing and fro-ing with the delivery company. Three
of these are now in position with the relevant plaques affixed – they are
the benches provided by Beverly Bush, George Wilkie and Christine
Holford. The old benches have been cut up and some of the usable
wood will be recycled into new compost boxes.
The main lawns have been scarified and new soil spread, mainly thanks
to Jeremy, whose idea it also was to dig out larger beds in front of the
hedges along the front garden wall. These beds have been planted with
spring bulbs, and should provide a glorious show along with the many
narcissus bulbs already planted. All in all, some 1400 bulbs have been
planted around the garden and in the toughs by the church. While these
projects have been ongoing, the gardeners have dealt with all the usual
leaf clearance and weeding!
Phew – it’s now time for us to hang up our trowels and enjoy our
Christmas lunch, which will be taking place on Tuesday 7 December at
The Sparrowhawk.
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Gift Day – Saturday 11th December
Include in your magazine was a small brown
envelope. This is for our gift day on
Saturday 11th December from 10:30am
in the church and vestry.
There will be hot drinks and mince pies on offer,
which you can enjoy whilst listening to carols.
Gift Day is open to all friends of our church,

old and new.
We hope to see you there.

Churches Together in Ainsdale’s Carol Sing-a-long
Christmas Eve, 10am - Village Church Garden
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Co-op Local Community Fund
Our church youth group – Connect – is one of the chosen
charities for the Co-op Local Community Fund.
If you are a member of Co-op, Please can you select us as your
chosen charity.
If you’re not a member, please consider joining (it only costs £1)
and then select us.
Please help spread the word. The money will be used to help
transform the old Pre-school garden into an area of wellbeing
and reflection for our young people.
Thank you x

The Lord said unto John,
“Come forth and you will receive eternal life”;
But John came fifth, and got a toaster!
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Christmas: Tradition, truth and total baubles
Nick Page, RRP £9.99, Hodder and Stoughton
Nick Page is well known as a speaker at Spring Harvest and other Christian
events as well as author of the ‘Nearly Infallible’ series of books on Church
history. His style might be described as mildly laddish with a serious, yet
gently evangelical, intent. This book, in which he examines the traditions,
denigrations and too often buried truths surrounding the nativity stories
and other aspects of Christmas, allows him wide scope in which to use his
skills.
Not everything he writes about will be news to most readers – we know
that many nativity tableaux are based rather creatively on the accounts in
Matthew and Luke and contain elements (and animals) which the Gospel
writers failed to mention. But as he takes a compendious trawl through
claims and counter claims about the ‘truths’ of Christmas as we encounter
them, he makes a good job of sifting affable make-believe, scurrilous
propaganda and life-affirming worth in order to establish what is useful,
fun, unhelpful or, in his euphemistic judgement, ‘utter baubles’!
By the end of the book the reader is left reassured that not everything that
is fun about Christmas was actually pinched from druids or pre-Christian
pagan festivals. The reader is also well informed about the origins of Advent
wreaths and nine lessons and carols and so, so much more. We learn that
Santa Claus was originally dressed in green, was not invented by Coca Cola,
and is commemorated by a statue in Demre, Turkey, in honour of
Nickoloas, one-time Bishop of Myra.
Nick Page’s book is acceptably scholarly. More importantly, it is great fun, a
good resource for anyone who is curious about the paraphernalia of
Christmas, and it is faithful to a quiet, underlying agenda of presenting what
really lies at the heart of Christmas. Christmas is, as he quotes from G K
Chesterton:
‘… the place where God is homeless
And all men are at home.’
Ian Fosten is Reviews Editor for Reform
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December
Saturday 4th

Induction of Reverend Hilary Smith, 3pm,
Lord Street West

Sunday 5th

Morning worship at 9:45am, led by Rev. Peter Lyth
Church4All at 4pm

Saturday 11th

Gift Day Coffee Morning, 10:30am

Sunday 12th

Morning worship with Holy Communion at 9:45am,
led by Rev. Hilary Smith
Church4All, 4pm

Sunday 19th

Festival Service at 9:45am, led by Lucinda Green

Tuesday 21st

Carols and Lessons at 7pm – followed by
refreshments

Christmas Eve

Carol Singing in the church garden, 10am
Christingle at 4pm, led by Rev. Peter Lyth
Communion at 11:30pm, led by Jeremy Lister

Christmas Day

Worship at 10am, led by Imelda Aspinall
& Jeremy Lister

Sunday 26th

Team Zoom Service at 10am, led by
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January 2022
Sunday 2nd

Morning Worship at Ainsdale Methodist, 10:30am

Sunday 9th

Morning Worship and Holy Communion, 9:45am,
led by Janice Atfield
Church4All, 4pm

Sunday 16th

Morning worship, 9:45am, led by Rev. Peter Lyth
Church4All, 4pm

Sunday 23rd

Morning worship at 9:45am, led by
Rev. Ken Summers
Church4All at 4pm

Sunday 30th

Team Service at Birkdale URC, 10:45am

Team Prayer Support Group
This is the much needed group started by Janice Atfield. If you
wish to participate, each week you will be sent a list of
individuals and groups across the 6 churches to remembered in
prayer. No meeting as such, just an opportunity to pray at a
time and place of your own choosing.
Please let me know if you wish to be a member of this group
and I will pass on the information compiled by Janice.
Don’t forget to let me know of anyone you would like prayer
for, you do not need to give names if you would prefer not to.
Joan
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The deadline for items for the
February 22 / March 22
Messenger is Friday 21st January
Please send all items to Lucinda
or via
ainsdalevillagechurch@live.co.uk
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May the Lord Jesus Christ draw you near to him this Christmas and may
your heart rejoice in his presence with worship and prayer.

May Our Lord
God Bless you
Always

