The Messenger

Ainsdale Village Church

United Reformed/Baptist
Station Road, Ainsdale, PR8 3HW

August/September 2026

Joshua Chapter 1, verse 9

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go."
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Dear friends,

This summer is proving to be a delight if you like warm, dry weather, and one of
my favourite summer hymns is playing over and over in my head (I think it’s
called an ear worm!): “Summer suns are glowing over land and sea; happy light
is flowing, bountiful and free. Everything rejoices in the mellow rays; all earth’s
thousand voices swell the psalm of praise.”

These words speak of a season of joy because life is a little bit easier for a time.
We don’t have to worry about getting the washing dry, or whether we have
enough warm clothes, or if there will be enough light to get all the jobs done.
The earth itself is showing forth flowers, food and plants that have been growing
slowly and silently, under the earth, for the past few months; and now we have a
display of abundance and colour that lifts the heart.

If you like sport, this is the season for you, with the football, golf and tennis eve-
rywhere on our TV screens, providing us with entertainment and a sense of com-
munity. But even they speak of months and months of hard work and sacrifice as
the athletes and organisers, out of sight, have practised and prepared, spending
many hours of training and in administration tasks to lift themselves into the
best place they can be to enable the competitions to run smoothly and well.

Before we know it, the nights will start drawing in, as our planet moves relent-
lessly through time and space, enabling the cycle of life to continue its rhythm of
life and death, energy and rest, newness and decay, and our days will become
shorter as we head towards winter. So let’s make the most of this “summer
time and the living is easy” — and remember that for some, even the light and
warmth of the season has had little effect on them, because of personal strug-
gles that they have known. The earth quake in Venezuela, the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine, the troubles in the Gulf, and every personal upset that we have known
have all had an effect on us. For people of Christ, though, throughout it all, we
have our unfailing rock of faith, our endless supply of hope, as God has promised
that He is faithful to a thousand generations of those who love him and who
keep his commandments. As we journey through the next few weeks and
montbhs, let’s renew in our hearts our commitment to be disciples of Jesus, to
bring the hope of resurrection joy to all in our orbit. The sports events will end,
the warmth will give way to coolness and rain, and the long days of summer will
seem to be a distant memory — and yet, there is always next year, when things
will not be the same, but our God is constant, and will not fail us.

Yours in the service of our Lord,

Hilary
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Tel: 01704 578214 Joan Green Wendy Parry

Lucinda Green Ann Swift

Weekly Church Activities
Sunday: Morning Worship at 10.00 am
Tuesday: Gardening from 9.30 am
Coffee Morning 10.30 am — 12 noon in the Vestry
Last Tuesday in each month, Prayer for our Local Community
Thursday Knitting Group: 10.00 am at the home of Jean Harding,
55 Leamington Road — all welcome
Friday Welcome Café: 11.00 am — 1.00 pm.
Connect Youth Group 6.00 —7.30 pm

Notes from the Archives

The next episode will appear in the
Messenger for October and November —to
be awaited with bated breath!!




Sunday Rotas

Door Communion | Reader Flowers Tea/Coffee
2™ Jeremy Jenny Beverly Daphne Ann Swift
Aug Lister Boulton Bush Arch

Beverly Bush
ot Morning Worship at Ainsdale Methodist Church —10.45 am
Aug
16" Jeremy Jeremy Ann Swift Norma
Aug Lister Lister Naisbett
23" Jeremy Wendy Vacancy Jenny
Aug Lister Parry Boulton
30" Team Service at Lord Street West — 10.45 am
Aug
6th Jenny Joan Green Bob Dixon | Jenny and Ann Swift
Sept Boulton Wendy Parry Alan
13" Morning Worship at Ainsdale Methodist Church —10.45 am
Sept
20" Jenny Jenny Vacancy Joan Green
Sept Boulton Boulton
27* Jenny Imelda Vacancy Norma
Sept Boulton Aspinall Naisbett

Pastoral Matters

Most of you will have had Joan’s email about Daphne Arch. She is still in
hospital, and likely to be there for some weeks. Her family are visiting her on a
rota basis, and she is able to enjoy listening to the radio and hymns.

George Wilkie, who has been in a care home for quite a long time now, sadly
died recently. He had been a member of Ainsdale Village Church for many years
and originally joined in the 1970s with his wife, Moira, who died a good few
years ago. George has a memorial bench in the Community Garden for his
family. His funeral will take place on Friday 31 July at 3.00 pm at Southport
Crematorium.



Community Garden

It was all hands on deck on Tuesday 14 July to get the garden looking as
good as possible for the North West in Bloom judges, due to visit at 1.45
pm. We watered, swept, cut down and trimmed for all we were worth, in
the sweltering heat — many thanks to all our tireless gardeners. We did
retire to the vestry for much needed drinks and cake at about 12.00 noon.
The judges arrived at around 2.00 pm, and were taken on a tour of the
garden, including our working areas around the back and the Scrolls of
Honour in the vestibule. They seemed greatly impressed, but we will have
to wait until October to see if we get another “Outstanding” grade from
them.

We have a new list of tasks displayed in the garden notice board, so now,
on with these! Our most pressing task is to decide how to cover the
“dune” in the lower pebbled area, but I’'m sure ideas will be forthcoming.
We need rain, rain, and more rain!!!

Jenny




Calendar for August

Sun 2™

Mon 3"

Sun 9t

Sun 9"

Mon 10"

Tue 11
Sun 16"

Sun 23"

Tue 25

Sat 29"

Sun 30™"

Holy Communion at 10.00 am — Hilary Smith
followed by Church Meeting at 11.00 am

Bible Study at 10.30 am at the home of Hilary Smith,
13 Hatfield Road, Ainsdale — all welcome

Morning Worship at Ainsdale Methodist Church at
10.45 am

Café Church at Ainsdale Village Church at 11.00 am

Ladies Group — Picnic in the Community Garden at
7.00 pm —see item in magazine

Deacons Meeting in the vestry at 7.30 pm
Morning Worship at 10.00 am — Keith Trencher

Morning Worship at 10.00 am — Peter Lyth.
Congregation from Ainsdale Methodist Church will
be with us

Prayer in the church from 11.00 am

Summer Fete organised by the Ghostlight
Performers — see item in magazine

Team Service at Lord Street West at 10.45 am

Looking forward to being able
to walk along it again!



The Letter — Jenny Boulton

| have always loved words, interesting phrases, proverbs, one-liners, and
most especially poems and songs which rhyme. Therefore it goes without
saying that | love the words and sentences found in hymns.

Recently, | was in my garden doing some work and thinking to myself that |
would finish as soon as possible and do something less arduous, such as hav-
ing a coffee and toasted teacake! Suddenly, into my mind popped the fol-
lowing lines:

“The task Thy wisdom hath assigned, O let me cheerfully fulfil.”

Where on earth did that come from? Perhaps | was being told to carry on
until the task was finished, and be cheerful about it! In fact the line comes
from the hymn, Forth In Thy Name O Lord | Go, which | have sung many
times over the years.

When we listen to the news at present, it can be truly worrying, so the fol-
lowing words from God of Grace and God of Glory give us a chance to ask for
support, Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days.

When we sing in church, some of the lines from hymns can be particularly
meaningful, and | think they are an essential part of our worship. Words
such as, Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine
with ten thousand beside, another of my favourite hymn sound bites.

Strength and bright hope to you all!




Calendar for September

Sun 6™

Mon 7"

Tue 8™

Sun 13"

Sun 13"
Mon 14"
Sun 20"

Sat 26"

Sun 27

Tue 29"

Holy Communion at 10.00 am —Joan and Lucinda

Bible Study at 10.30 am at the home of Hilary Smith, 13
Hatfield Road, Ainsdale

Deacons’ Meeting in the vestry at 7.30 pm

Morning Worship at Ainsdale Methodist Church at 10.45
am

Café Church at Ainsdale Village Church at 11.00 am
Ladies Group Chinese meal — see item in magazine
Morning Worship at 10.00 am

Decorating church for harvest — 10.30 am — see item in
magazine

Harvest Festival at 10.00 am — speaker from Southport
Soup Kitchen

Prayer in the church from 11.00 am

N[




Southport Soup Kitchen

As I’'m sure most of you know the Soup Kitchen (known to their regulars as the

Soupie), is the Church’s official charity and has been since around 2010. Could

be wrong on that date, but for many years anyway. It all started for our church,
when Justin from there, (now sadly deceased) and his wife Jill talked to the La-

dies Group one meeting. We were so impressed and moved by the work done

for the homeless and disadvantaged in Southport that we started to support it

with collections of food and cash.

The Soup Kitchen is situated at 75 London Street and I’'m now going to refresh
your memory as to the wonderful work that the Soupie does, (that is the name
given by their guests). They provide free takeaway hot meals, drinks, and daily
essentials on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays between 1:00 PM and 2:00
PM. Their visitors can also get basic provisions on Sundays.

From the really informative and jolly website, | learnt that during the week of 11
May they gave out 180 hot meals. They reckon they average 7000 hot meals per
year. | worked out from the figure of 180 meals given out in that May week that
the total is something like 9300, but maybe that particular week was a bumper
week for donations!

That is not the only work that the Soup Kitchen does. When | last wrote an arti-
cle about it in 2023, they were giving out meals to people and now | see that the
Soup Kitchen donates items like hats, scarves and gloves to their guests during
cold weather. A very practical attitude that must help so many who live on the
streets. Note the word guests. | am pleased to see from the website that this
term is still being used. When we originally met a Soupie volunteer at the Ladies
Group meeting, he explained to us that they deliberately use that term to their
visitors, to give them a sense of dignity that they may not receive in other parts
of their lives, given their circumstances. What a lovely idea.

So we can see that the good work continues to this day and long may it go on,
with the help of all those volunteers and donors, including donations from the

generous people in AVC.

Imelda
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Harvest Celebrations

Saturday 26 September — Decorating the church for Harvest

We will be decorating the church for harvest on the Saturday morning
starting at 10.30 am. Please come if you can, and bring appropriate items
for decoration — such as flowers, fruit, vegetables etc. These items will be
given out after the service in exchange for donations to the Soup Kitchen.

Sunday 27 September - Harvest Festival Service at 10.00 am

Please bring your harvest gifts for the Soup Kitchen. No fresh, or perishable
food can be accepted. The following items will be gratefully received:

Tins of soup, stew, beans, spaghetti in sauce, etc

Packets of pasta, rice, spaghetti

Boxes of tea, jars of coffee

Packets of cereal

Packets of biscuits

Your gifts will be displayed at the front of the church to make a lovely display
for Harvest.




Ladies Group

On Monday 8 June, Mary had organised a speaker from Hesketh Park
Heritage, Adrian Fletcher, who gave us a most interesting talk about the
history of Hesketh Park and the Heritage Group. A sum of £58 was
donated from those who attended, and this has since been used to
provide a water butt for one of the Hesketh Park volunteer groups, and
also to help with the purchase of plants for the Sensory Garden. So well
done all round!

Then in July, we continued our Hesketh Park connection with a tour of the
Kitchen Garden at the park, run by Bridge Inn Community Farm. This site
is at the corner of the park, opposite the small row of shops on Queens
Road, and is well worth a visit. The learning disabled students who work
there have transformed the site over a period of eighteen months from a
derelict area full of old bricks and rubbish into a working Kitchen Garden.
It is neatly laid out, with beds for growing fresh vegetables and
greenhouses for propagating plants. All of the produce is for sale, and
apparently they have a regular customer base of people from around the
area who purchase fresh vegetables daily. I’'m sure most of us will be
returning to get plants and vegetables in the future. We were then invited
into their indoor area for a very welcome cup of tea and a chat with the
students, who were so enthusiastic that it was a treat to talk to them.
Again, this had been organised by Mary — thank you!

Our next meeting will take place on Monday 10 August, when hopefully
we will enjoy a picnic in the Community Garden —more details later - and
then on 14 September we will be going out for a Chinese meal.

Jenny

Flowers in church on Sundays

There are vacancies for flowers in the church on 20" and 27" September so
please contact me if you can help with these dates.

Many thanks, Jenny

11
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» THE SUMMER FETE ~

As well as TopsyBear and his adventures we have lots more going on.....

BBQ

We know 10:30 is early for a burger, don’t worry you can also enjoy a
sausage barm or a bacon roll!

(Veggie/GF available)

REFRESHMENTS
of course you'll need a cuppa to go with your delicious food, (tea/coffee/
juice)

CAKE STALL

For a tasty treat visit Benji & Alexandra at the cake stall. It will be full of
home made treats including

Gluten Free/Vegetarian & Vegan

And don’t forget to pick up a jar Jenny’s marmalade!

LIVE MUSIC
SOS - local band bringing you 50/60/70 songs that will definitely have
you singing along

CRAFT
If you love all the wonderful creations that adorn our postboxes in the
village come and get crafty with The Shoredide Hookers!

ACTIVITIES
The Local Rainbow Troop
Will be holding hook a duck, guess how many sweets/ name the bunny

MISC
We will also have tables with books/bric-a-brac for purchasing

So.... Bring your picnic blanket, choose your food then just relax in our
beautiful church gardens and enjoy the fun!



Hopefully nothing similar to these church magazine bloopers will appear in
this edition of the Messenger:

° The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the
Church basement on Friday at 7.00 pm. The congregation is invited
to attend this tragedy

. For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a
nursery downstairs.

. The Fasting and Prayer Conference will include meals.

. Ladies, don’t forget the Rummage Sale. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your
husbands.

Church Summer Fete

As you will remember, this event was due to be held in June, but was post-
poned because of a really bad weather forecast — how things have changed! It
is now due to take place on Saturday 29 August. There will be a variety of stalls,
and a Teddy Bears’ Picnic, so please come along and supportit. It will be organ-
ised by the Ghostlight Performers as a fund-raiser for the Church, and I'm sure
the Ghostlight members will be grateful for any offers of help in this endeavour.

13



Pictures of the trip to Hesketh Park Kitchen Garden
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History of Harvest Festival

Pagan and Anglo-Saxon Origins:

The word "harvest" originates from the Old English word heerfest,
meaning autumn. Communities relied entirely on their crops, so a
successful harvest was a matter of life and death. It was common to
celebrate festivals like Lammas or Lughnasadh (in August) by baking bread
from the first wheat of the season and offering it up in thanks.

Harvest Home and Suppers:

Historically, when all the crops were successfully gathered, farmers would
host a lavish meal called "Harvest Home" or a Harvest Supper to thank
their seasonal workers. This involved lavish feasts, ale, and songs
accompanied by decorating the final cartload of grain.

Victorian Church Services:

Reverend Robert Hawker’s 1843 service in Cornwall popularized the
practice of bringing homegrown produce—such as apples, root
vegetables, and wheatsheaves—into the church to be blessed.
Congregations sang beloved hymns like "We Plough the Fields and
Scatter" and "Come Ye Thankful People, Come", and decorated the altars
with beautiful displays.

Folk Traditions:

Local folklore featured prominently during this season, with communities
weaving the final sheaf of wheat into protective "corn dollies", or holding
regional fairs, such as Nottingham's historic Goose Fair. Today, while the
tradition continues in primary schools and local rural churches, the
custom of donating produce has evolved. Rather than just decorating
church displays, Harvest Festival collections are frequently directed to
local food banks to help vulnerable members of the community.
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xTHE SUMMER FETE +

SATURDAY 29™H AUGUST
10:30 - 1:30
More clues coming soon...

Ainsdale Village Church — o
Orgasiced in GHESTUGHT
4 | PEATCRMIES

partnervhp
Connec ting the Comunily togethey
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